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Mean and Median 

The arithmetic mean, also called the average, of a series of quantities is obtained 
by finding the sum of the quantities and dividing it by the number of quantities. In 
the series 1, 3, 5, 18, 19, 20, 25, the mean or average is 13—in other words, 91 
divided by 7. 

The median of a series is that point which so divides it that half the quantities are on 
one side, half on the other. In the above series, the median is 18. 

The median often better expresses the common-run, since it is not, as is the mean, 
affected by an excessively high or low figure. In the series 1, 3, 4, 7, 55, the median 
of 4 is a truer expression of the common-run than is the mean of 14. 
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More on Mean and Median from Fact Monster: 

median - median. median. 1. In statistics, a type of average. In a group of numbers as 

many numbers of the ... 

mean - mean mean, in statistics, a type of average. The arithmetic mean of a group 

of numbers is found by ... 

Median Age at First Marriage, 1890–2003 - Median Age at First Marriage, 1890–2003 

Year Males Females 1890 26.1 22.0 1900 25.9 21.9 1910 ... 

Median Annual Income, by Level of Education, 1990–2004 - Median Annual Income, by 

Level of Education, 1990–2004 Sex and year Elementary/secondary ... 

Russell Means - Russell Means activist, actor Born: November 10, 1939 Birthplace: Pine 

Ridge Indian Reservation, ...  
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